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We are accustomed, in these days 
of machinery, to accept, often without question, 
and nearly always submissively, the thousand 
little articles of common daily use as they come 
from the great factory and are placed upon the 
market by the million, and it is only rarely that 
anyone is bold enough to dare, or fortunate 
enough to be able, to have such things made 
specially to suit his own purposes and idiosyn- 
cracies. Yet, as the little illustrations accom- 
panying these few remarks will show, it is by 
no means so great an undertaking as is generally 
supposed to indulge in a little variation from the 
common forms of such objects, even when only 
the very simplest means are at command. To 
obtain happy results, however, it is essential 
that the means at command, however simple, 
shall not be strained, while the flight of the 
designer's fancy must be kept well within 
bounds. 

The little objects which are here illustrated 
are designed by George R. Rigby of Uttoxeter, 
and made by William Brain of Rocester. It 
may be thought that the word l design ' is 
almost too dignified to be used in a connection 
where that element is of the slightest, and 
indeed consists almost entirely in a happy 
employment of those simple turns and shapes 
and joins which come almost instinctively to 
the smith while the iron lies between the anvil 
and the hammer. But designers of experience 
will recognise that in ironwork especially the 
simplest designs will often produce the best 
effects, and know that one of the most difficult 
lessons in design. is learning when to stop. 

Speaking of the subjects of the illustrations, 
which with many others were made entirely for 
his own use by the same clever craftsman, Mr. 
George Rigby says that the only excuse for 
their publication is to show that anyone, without 
capacity for design (although here others may 
differ from him), but with a little ingenuity, may 
£et pleasant and suitable articles made by an 
ordinary shoeing smith at prices that compare 
favourably with the commonplace cast-iron and 
machine-made ones, which are often both un- 



pleasant and unsuitable. The fender here 
shown cost seventeen and sixpence, while the 
serviette ring was only a few pence. The 
fender is made entirely of wrought-iron and is 
practically indestructible ; it cannot, for instance, 
be broken by a jar on the hearthstone, as has 
happened to many a luckless cast-iron fender. 
The serviette ring is a pleasant change from the 
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commonplace silver article, defaced as it often 
is with meaningless and ugly scratches. The 
writer's suggestion that the ring might have 
been m equally suitable and more pleasant to 
handle if made of a precious metal was met by 
the unanswerable argument that while Rocester 
possessed a working blacksmith, and a good one 
at that, there was no silversmith either good or 
bad in that delightfully situated little village. 
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Perhaps one of the chief charms of a little 
hobby like this one of Mr. George Rigby's is 
the individuality of it ; it cannot be captured by 
the million or exploited .by 
the large producer. The 
pleasing cheapness of these 
articles and their uniqueness 
would soon become Most 
quantities ' if a large demand 
were made. Other interests 
would step in, work would 
be delegated and. labour- 
saving appliances introduced; 
and although the designer is 
content to amuse his leisure 
hours by adorning his home, 
it is very evident that if new 
and original designs were 
required for every pothook in 
daily use it would speedily 
necessitate the employment 
and remuneration of very 
many more designers than 
now, with the aid of ma- 
chinery, supply the demand. 

A natural desire to see the 
craftsman at work resulted 
in a most charming cycle run 
of some, four or five miles in the designer's com- 
pany through some of the most delightful country 
in England. Leaving the higher land of 
Uttoxeter Heath, an easy run down of a mile 
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or two, on the way going over the little River 
Tean by the old water mill — brings us to the 
level crossing at Spath. Here we enter the Dove 
valley by the Rocester road, 
a good cycling road running 
through richly wooded pas- 
ture lands, the river mean- 
dering by within the length 
of a field or two. A spin of 
several miles, passing on the 
way the confluence of Dove 
and Churnet, brings us to the 
steep ascent of Rocester 
Bridge and the village street, 
wherein is situated the un- 
pretentious forge ; and a 
lucky snap-shot gives us the 
smith at work in his every- 
day occupation of shoeing, a 
typical blacksmith, looking, 
if one may venture to say it, 
as unlike the modern 'artistic 
craftsman ' as one might 
wish. 

The village is situated in 
the Churnet Valley close to 
the c Adam Bede ' country, 
and possesses the remains of 
a priory. Indeed the country abounds in 
monkish remains and traditions. Close by is 
Monksholme, Abbotsclownholme, and Croxden 
Abbey, while the countryside is still decidedly 
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■ # The Exhibition of the Royal Academy 

m ^ oi Arts is this year, as hitherto, almost 
entirely devoted to the one art of picture 
making. If we except the hundred and seventy-eight 
exhibits in the sculpture rooms, the only work representa- 
tive of all the other arts of decoration is found in the 
Architectural Room, which contains two hundred and 
seventy-two exhibits out of the two thousand and fifty-six 
selected to form the exhibition, a very small proportion 
considering the number of arts there represented. 

Again, the works in the Architectural Room are almost 
entirely architectural, as, indeed, the name given to the 
room might lead one to expect. Architecture can take 
care of itself, to the designer the pregnant fact is that out 
of the two hundred and seventy-two exhibits in that room 
there are certainly not more than thirty or forty in other 
branches of art. Think of it! An exhibition of the 
Royal Academy of Arts, containing two thousand and 
fifty-six exhibits, in which all the arts which go to make our 
homes and cities beautiful, with the exception of architec- 
ture, sculpture, and picture-making, are considered to be 
adequately represented by thirty or forty exhibits out of 
an aggregate of two thousand and fifty-six. Would not 
the setting apart of one room — even a small one — for the 
exhibition of designs for applied art be amply rewarded by 
the increased interest it would impart to the show, and the 
kindly feeling such an act would engender in the hearts of 
designers and art- workers throughout the country. 
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Catholic. Perhaps the Churnet's ancient repu- 
tation of being one of the best trout streams in 
England is|. largely responsible for these associa- 
tions. A little further up the valley is Alton 
Towers, the Earl of Shrewsbury's seat, and be- 
yond it the magnificent Weaver Hills, with 
Elizabethan Wootton Lodge and ' Wootton 
under Weaver, where God comes never,' as an 
inscription on the parish church porch informs 
the wayfarer. 

Altogether a delightful country, and dear to 

the hearts of its natives. 

LB. 
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